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Youth baseball is in desperate need of change. And I’m not talking about more 

innovative ways of developing players on a tactical or technical level. The mental 

and emotional health issues that surround the vast industry of youth sports can 

no longer be ignored.

It’s no longer a matter of if we should embrace a healthier culture - it’s a matter 

of when. Or perhaps more accurately, how much suffering will it take before we 

finally wake up and embrace the future of youth sports: a place where families 

thrive and players carry their love for the game well into adulthood.

The following ten principles are key to that process. They read like a manifesto 

for a much-needed revolution in youth sports. At 3A Athletics, our mission is to 

lead that revolution- not just through our message, but through our actions as 

parents and coaches.

Read them. Live them. And most importantly, empower your kids to find joy in 

the games they play.

UNLOCKING THE FUTURE OF YOUTH SPORTS
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If we say our children are the most important part of our lives, then our choices - 

especially in youth sports - must reflect that belief. Too often, we chase trophies, 

rankings, and future scholarships - sometimes at the expense of our children’s 

well-being. But what if we truly prioritized them, not just as players, but as peo-

ple?

To act as if our children truly matter most, we must bring “player development” 

into healthy alignment with “child development.” This means recognizing that 

athletic growth should never come at the cost of emotional, mental, or social 

health. Kids need environments that support confidence, joy, creativity, and re-

silience. They need coaches and parents who value effort over outcome and who 

understand that failure is part of growth - not something to be feared or avoided.

When we align player development with child development, we’re no longer just 

shaping athletes - we’re raising strong, thoughtful, and grounded young people. 

Practices become opportunities to teach life skills. Games become platforms for 

learning teamwork, leadership, and perseverance. And winning becomes a by-

product of doing things the right way - not the sole objective

.

Our children are not mini adults or professional athletes in training. They’re kids -   

with developing minds, fragile emotions, and limitless potential. If they truly are 

the most important part of our lives, then everything we do - from the bleachers 

to the dinner table - should affirm that.

It’s time our actions reflect our priorities. Aligning player development with child 

development is where that journey begins.

Our Actions Must Match Our Words

NUMBER one
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We must stop idolizing professional sports, money, and fame. These ideals, while 

glamorous on the surface, are not the foundation of a meaningful life - and our 

obsession with them is quietly harming our children.

When we place fame and fortune on a pedestal, we send a dangerous message: 

that external success is the ultimate goal and that self-worth is tied to applause, 

trophies, and followers. Kids begin to believe - on an unconscious, fundamental 

level - that their value lies in how many points they score, how many likes they 

get, or how close they come to “making it big.” This pressure robs them of joy, au-

thenticity, and resilience. It leads to burnout, anxiety, and a loss of identity outside 

of performance.

A meaningful life is not built on highlight reels, endorsement deals, or Division I 

scholarships. It’s built on purpose, character, connection, and growth. If we want 

our children to thrive, we must reframe success - not as fame, but as fulfillment. 

We must celebrate kindness, curiosity, integrity, and effort just as loudly as we 

cheer for game-winning hits.

This shift starts with us - parents, coaches, educators. We must model a health-

ier vision of success, one rooted in values, not vanity. Our children are watching. 

They are learning what matters by what we praise, what we prioritize, and what 

we pursue.

We must stop feeding the illusion. We must start building a culture that uplifts 

the whole child - not just the performer. Their well-being depends on it. And so 

does the future we hope to create.
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We Must Show Our Children the 
Truth About a Happy Life

NUMBER tw0
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In youth baseball, the most meaningful moments don’t always happen between 

the chalk lines. They unfold in the dugout, in the bleachers, around the dinner ta-

ble- and most importantly, during those quiet car rides to and from the ballfield. 

These are the sacred spaces where young players begin to form their confidence, 

identity, and love for the game.

And in these spaces, every word we speak as parents carries weight. Whether it’s 

a comment about a missed grounder, a sigh after a strikeout, or even just rehash-

ing the game play-by-play, our children are always listening. The car ride home 

can be a powerful moment to connect - or a crushing reminder of expectations. 

What we say, and how we say it, lingers far longer than we realize.

There is no excuse anymore for being unaware of the impact of our words. These 

in-between moments aren’t just transitions; they are part of the game. They’re 

opportunities to instill resilience, humility, and a lifelong love for baseball. When 

we criticize, compare, or push too hard, we risk turning joy into pressure.

So let’s be mindful. Let’s use these sacred spaces to offer encouragement, to lis-

ten more than we speak, and to remind our kids that their value isn’t tied to a 

batting average.

.
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We Must Be Impeccable With Our Language

NUMBER three
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In the world of youth baseball, it’s easy for the game to become the center of 

everything - schedules, conversations, even relationships. But if we want to truly 

connect with our kids, we must build bonds that have nothing to do with batting 

averages, pitching mechanics, or how many hits they had last weekend.

One of the quiet struggles in American youth baseball is the way it can dominate 

the parent-child relationship. When most interactions are centered around per-

formance - the last at-bat, a missed play, or how hard they hustled - kids begin to 

feel like their worth is tied to how they play. Over time, this pressure creates dis-

tance. Many young players don’t feel safe opening up about struggles, burnout, 

or even doubts about the sport - especially if they believe it might disappoint the 

people they need the most.

That’s why it’s essential to cultivate moments that exist far away from the field. 

Go fishing. Watch a movie. Grab ice cream and talk about anything but baseball. 

Remind them that you see them as a whole person, not just a ballplayer.

Youth baseball can be an incredible experience, full of life lessons and memories. 

But no stat line is worth more than a child’s emotional safety. Let’s make sure 

our relationships aren’t built on RBIs or ERA – but on trust, joy, and unconditional 

love. Because long after the last game is played - which comes sooner than we 

seem to think—that is what will remain.

.
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We Must Bond Beyond the Game

NUMBER FOUR
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If we want to fix what’s broken in youth baseball, we have to start with one of the 

most overlooked elements of the game: parent education. It’s no longer enough 

to focus solely on developing young players. Clubs, leagues, and professional or-

ganizations must take responsibility for educating parents- not as a side note, 

but as a central part of the baseball experience.

In youth baseball, parents play a powerful role in shaping the environment. Their 

words in the stands, their tone after the game, their expectations around play-

ing time- all of it directly impacts how kids feel about the sport and themselves. 

Without support and awareness, even the most well-meaning parents can add 

pressure, create anxiety, or unintentionally damage their child’s love for the game.

The truth is, many parents are reliving their own sports experiences through their 

kids. And without education or reflection, that cycle becomes unhealthy - for the 

family, for the industry (yes, it’s an industry), and for the game itself.

Baseball organizations must lead the way by offering parent workshops, open 

discussions, and consistent messaging around healthy involvement. This isn’t 

just about improving behavior in the stands; it’s about reshaping youth baseball 

culture for the better.

When parents are informed and self-aware, everyone wins - the player, the team, 

and the sport as a whole. It’s time we stop treating parent education as optional. 

It’s the missing piece in building a healthier, more sustainable future for youth 

baseball.

.
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Clubs Must Educate Their Parents

NUMBER FIVE
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True commitment to the sacred duty of raising our children requires investing 

in our own education and growth as parents. We can spend countless hours, 

money, and energy getting our kids to practices, tournaments, and games - but 

without a commitment to making the baseball culture healthier, these logistical 

efforts can become part of the problem.

The culture in youth baseball has become increasingly focused on competition, 

performance, and the pressure to succeed. In this environment, even the most 

well-meaning parents can unknowingly contribute to stress, burnout, and a loss 

of joy in the game by pushing too hard or focusing too much on results rather 

than the child’s overall well-being. Without a conscious effort to reflect on and 

evolve our approach, we risk reinforcing a culture that prioritizes winning over 

the emotional health of our kids.

To truly support our children in baseball, we must recognize that our own growth 

and education are just as important. Learning how to manage our expectations, 

practice emotional intelligence, and be supportive without adding pressure is 

essential for creating a healthy experience - for our kids and for ourselves as we 

watch them grow.

When we commit to transforming ourselves, we help create an environment 

where our children can thrive - not just as baseball players, but as well-rounded 

individuals. It’s time for us to lead by example and help build a positive, sustain-

able youth baseball culture.

.

15

We Can’t Wait for the Clubs. 
We Must Educate Ourselves.

NUMBER SIX
The Playbook They Never Gave You: the 10 PRINCIPLES of Youth Sports





Childhood lasts roughly 16 years - a small window of time that forms the founda-

tion for an entire life. In youth baseball, it’s easy to get caught up in the pressure 

of competition, performance, and constantly meeting expectations. But when 

we dedicate those precious years so heavily to a game, we risk stealing the very 

essence of childhood.

Baseball is a wonderful sport that teaches discipline, teamwork, and resilience, 

but it should never overshadow the balance every child needs to grow and thrive. 

It’s critical that we help our kids create a life that includes not only baseball but 

also time for play, family vacations, social interactions, and a deep connection to 

nature. These experiences allow children to explore their interests, build strong 

relationships, and develop emotionally - without the constant stress of trying to 

be the best player on the field.

Too often, youth baseball becomes all-consuming. Tournaments, travel teams, 

and year-round practices can overwhelm kids and families, leaving little room 

for anything else. We must actively cultivate a balance between the game and 

the rest of life - where baseball is an enjoyable part of a vibrant, well-rounded 

childhood.

When we make space for other sports, hobbies, family time, and nature, we give 

our children the freedom to enjoy baseball - not just as a competition, but as a 

passion they can carry with them for years to come, and one day pass on to their 

own children.

.
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Kids Need More Time Off

NUMBER SEVEN
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We must stop telling ourselves that “the system is the problem.” Yes, the youth 

baseball system is flawed - with its overemphasis on competition, rankings, and 

pushing kids to their limits. But the true problem runs much deeper: it lives with-

in each of us as parents.

While the system is undeniably part of the issue, the real challenge is our inability 

to resist the destructive elements of that system and the culture it creates. Too 

often, we think we’re powerless - that we’re just following the flow of a system we 

can’t change. But the truth is, we are active contributors to the toxic environment 

in youth baseball. Our reactions, our unspoken expectations, and our fear of be-

ing judged by other parents only reinforce the unhealthy pressures our kids face.

It’s easier to point fingers at others than to reflect on our own subconscious 

struggles and how we, as parents, contribute to the pressure. The cycle of judg-

ment and blame needs to end. Instead of comparing ourselves to other parents, 

we need to look inward and examine how our actions, expectations, and words 

impact our children.

The way we navigate pressure, success, and failure directly affects how our kids 

experience the game - and shapes their understanding of what a meaningful life 

really is.

The responsibility to change the culture of youth baseball starts with us. We must 

stop waiting for the system to fix itself and start actively reshaping our own atti-

tudes. If we want to protect our children’s love for the game, it’s up to us to set the 

example for a healthier, more balanced baseball experience.
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We Must Resist

NUMBER EIGHT
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A social media post showcasing a child signing a D1 letter of intent might seem 

like a dream come true - but it is not, in any way, a true indicator of that athlete’s 

authentic happiness, mental health, or inner peace. In reality, many high-level 

athletes, including those in baseball, face intense pressure that leads to anxiety, 

depression, and a fragile sense of self-worth.

As parents in youth baseball, our primary job is to help our kids build a sense of 

love and security that isn’t influenced by constant comparisons - especially those 

fueled by the world of sports and social media. In today’s digital age, where every 

achievement is shared- from a walk-off home run to a college commitment - it’s 

easy to lose sight of what truly matters. The polished success shown on social 

media often masks the real struggles happening behind the scenes.

By glorifying these moments, we unintentionally build an illusion of success - 

one that can harm our kids as they try to measure up to something that isn’t the 

full picture. As parents, we need to focus on what truly matters: our children’s 

emotional well-being, their love for the game, and their sense of identity beyond 

the diamond. Instead of pushing them to chase accolades for social media val-

idation, we must teach them to find joy in baseball, to appreciate their growth, 

and to value themselves beyond the scoreboard.

.

Exit the Social Media Space

NUMBER NINE
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Every kid is different. If we were to simply sit back and observe our children de-

velop over time without interference, we would often see a natural shift - typically 

between ages 12 and 15 - when the warrior inside them begins to surface.

There’s a growing fear in our culture that if kids aren’t enrolled in high-level train-

ing from an early age, they’ll fall behind and won’t have the technical skills need-

ed to compete in high school and beyond. This fear has distorted the hierarchy of 

development, placing skill acquisition above secure identity formation - a mind-

set based entirely on a myth.

When the warrior within a child naturally awakens, training becomes joyful. Skill 

development accelerates because desire and hunger are present. This is in stark 

contrast to the burnout experienced by so many young athletes. A “quality over 

quantity” approach to training creates a sustainable path of growth and develop-

ment well into adulthood.

But because we’re so susceptible to the “everyone else is doing it” mindset - or 

the belief that “this is how it’s always been done” - we often lack the patience to 

allow this natural process to unfold.

We must learn to be patient. If we can embrace this awareness, we have the 

chance to shift the narrative - from most players never fulfill their potential to a 

new vision where the majority of players discover who they truly are and what 

they’re capable of becoming.

.

Wait for the Warrior to Wake Up

NUMBER TEN
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Baseball is a game - and an objectively awesome one at that. At some point in 

our history, it was always going to demand a return to the days of the sandlot and 

the pure joy of play.

As the T.S. Eliot poem says, “We shall not cease from exploration, and the end of 

all our exploring will be to arrive where we began and know the place for the first 

time.”

As we move forward and these principles begin to find their footing in our base-

ball culture, may we return to the joy we’re entitled to feel - both when we step 

onto the diamond and sit in the stands - and truly know it, as if for the first time.

.

Returning to the Beginning

CONCLUSION
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3a athletic resources
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parent guidebooks

coaches guidebooks

ATHLETE JOURNALS

Interactive Guidebooks And 
Journals That Takes Parents, 
Coaches And Athletes On A 
Journey Through Their Own 
Experiences And Perspectives 
In Youth Sports To Push Through 
Challenges And Excel In Their 
Endeavors.

All Can Be Purchased Online At 
www.3athletics.com Or Unlock 
Exclusive Content With Our 3A 
Premium Content Membership. 
Get Access To Expert Insights, 
Advanced Training Tips And 
Members Only Resources To 
Enhance Your 3A Athletics 
Experience.

Video Workshops
Audio Workshops

Downloadable:
Athlete Journals
Parent Guidebooks
Coaches Guidebooks

Premium Podcasts
Live Seminars
And More!

www.3athletics.com
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